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Abstract 
 
The goal with this survey is to identify the attitudes of vocational training high school students towards the internet and to 
establish the relationships between the variables such as gender, academic success, and whether they are pleased with the school 
environment. The survey was conducted on the students at the Selcuk University Beyúehir Vocational Training High School 
during the Spring Term in 2008-2009. The attitude-towards-the internet scale, which was developed by Zhang was used in the 
survey. During the study, arithmetic mean, standard diversion, t test and variance analysis were carried out, and the significance 
level was accepted as .05. At the end of the survey, it was found that the male students had a higher inclination towards the 
internet than the female students at the vocational training high school, and that the students that were pleased with the school 
environment had also a higher inclination towards the internet than those that weren’t.  
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1. Introduction 
The Internet is the most widespread network that enables the individuals who need information and 
communication to reach them. Students can improve their knowledge and skills more rapidly and more efficiently 
through the internet, which has a vast accumulation of information. Peng, Tsai and Wu (2006) noted that the usage 
of the internet has spread rapidly in contemporary practices of education. However, the knowledge that is imparted 
by instructors to the students within their own fields may lose its importance or may become insufficient in a short 
time. For this reason, after the individuals have graduated and stepped into their respective fields, they may feel the 
need to upgrade their knowledge and skills with new ones while carrying out the requirements of their fields. 
Luan, Fung, Nawawi and others (2005) stressed that the attitude towards the internet is an important element in 
this tool becoming widespread. Tsai, Lin and Tsai (2001) noted that the attitude towards the internet in our age 
determines the educational and economic developments of societies. Coffin and MacIntyre (1999) declared that the 
attitude of the students towards the internet will raise their motivation in internet-based learning environments.  
Using internet-based Technologies in education and training will, therefore, become one of the elements that will 
affect the attitudes of the students towards these technologies and indirectly their success (Erdo÷an, Bayram & 
Deniz, 2008). For this very reason, identifying the students’ attitudes towards the internet will yield very important 
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results. Besides, identifying the variables that will affect the attitudes of the students towards the internet will help 
with the modifications to be carried out on these variables.  
The aim of this study is to identify the attitude of the vocational training high school students towards the 
internet. Also with this study, it is aimed to reveal the relationship, if any, between their attitudes towards the 
internet and their genders, their end-of-the year grades and whether they are pleased with the university atmosphere.  
2. Method 
The study was designed in accordance with the scanning model. The characteristics of the sampling group of the 
study, the tools of measurement used in the study, the process followed and the procedures in which to analyze the 
data were clarified below.  
2.1. Study Group 
The sampling of the study was aimed to constitute the students attending Selcuk University Beyúehir Ali 
Akkanat Vocational Training High School during the spring term between 2008 and 2009. In the study, “Internet 
Attitude Scale”, which was developed by Zhang (2007) and “Personal Information Questionnaire”, which was 
developed by researchers, were applied one week before the term was over. All the students that were in the classes 
during the application and volunteered to do so participated in the survey. The total number of the students that 
filled in the questionnaires without any blanks numbered 202.  
The personal characteristics of the students that participated in the study were given in Table 1.  
Table 1. The Demographic Features of the Study Group 
 
Gender N % 
Male 88 43.6 
Female 114 56.4 
Total 202 100,0 
As seen in Table1, of the students participating in the study, 88 (43.6 %9 were male and 114 (56.4 %) were female. 
2.2. Data Collection Tool 
 
A personal information form was designed to obtain the information regarding the independent variables of the 
study. Questions as to the gender of the student, average end-of-the year grade, whether he/she was pleased with the 
university atmosphere, his/her feelings about the future career, his/her place of residence, whether they have the 
opportunity to access to the computer and to the internet while at home were placed in the personal information 
questionnaire. No private information that would annoy the students was demanded from the students on the 
questionnaire. The aim of the study was explained to the students at the beginning of the application. The 
application took about 25 minutes.  
The measurement tool used in the study was the tool consisting of 40 items developed by Zhang (2007) and upon 
which validity practice was carried out. The participants read the items in the questionnaire and ticked the option 
about whether they agreed or not. This measurement tool which was of the Likert type was made up of the following 
options; “I don’t agree at all”, “I don’t agree”, “I agree”, “I completely agree”. In the process of typing the results 
into the computer, 1 point was assigned to “I don’t agree at all” option; 2 points to “I don’t agree” option, 3 points to 
“I agree” option, 4 points to “I completely agree” option. The lowest point that could be obtained from the scale 
(40x1) is 40 points. The height of the point showed that the attitude of the student or of the group involved was high.  
2.3. Analysis of the Data 
 
The personal information collected from the students and the points that the students obtained from the 
questionnaire regarding their attitudes towards the internet were coded and evaluated using SPSS (Statistical 
Package for Social Sciences) 15.0 package program. In the decoding of the data, frequency, percentage, arithmetic 
mean, standard deviation, t test and variance analysis were used as statistical techniques. An independent sampling t 
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test was conducted to determine whether there was a difference between their attitudes towards the internet and the 
genders of the students, whether he/she was pleased with the university atmosphere, his/her feelings about the future 
career, his/her place of residence, and whether they have the opportunity to access to the computer and to the 
internet while at home. A variance test was conducted to determine whether there was a difference in their attitudes 
towards the internet and their average grades within the study. The significance level in all the analyses conducted in 
the study was accepted as 0.05. 
3. Findings and their Interpretation 
The findings regarding the attitudes of the students towards the internet and whether there was a correlation 
between their attitudes and their gender, the high school program they were in, the kind of curriculum at school, 
average grade, whether they were pleased with the university atmosphere, their feelings about the future career, their 
places of residence, and whether they had the opportunity to access to the computer and to the internet while at 
home were included in this section along with the interpretation of these findings. 
With the study, the aim was to determine the level of the attitude of the students at vocational training high 
school (VTHS). With this in mind, the average of the points obtained from the scale, their standard deviation and the 
maximum and minimum points were identified. The findings regarding the distribution of the points the students 
obtained from the scale were given in Table 2.  
 
Table 2. The Point Averages Regarding the Attitudes of The VTHS Students towards The Internet, Their Standard Deviation, Minimum And 
Maximum Points 
 
n X  ss Minimum Maximum 
202 121.89 15.74 69 160 
202 vocational training high school students took part in the study. The lowest point in the distribution of the 
points obtained by the students who took part in the study was 69, whereas the highest point was 160. The arithmetic 
mean of the attitude points of those who took part in the study towards the internet was found to be 121.89, and the 
standard deviation to be 15.74. When the arithmetic point is taken into consideration, it can be said that the level of 
attitude of the students towards the internet is above the middle level.   
Like the finding that the students of vocational training high school students had a positive attitude towards the 
internet, the studies conducted on a par sampling yielded similar results. Peng, Tsai and Wu (2006), in their studies 
on university students, and Kose, Gencer and Gezer (2007), in their studies on the students of vocational training 
high school, reached the conclusion that the students had a positive attitude towards the internet. 
3.1. The Findings Regarding The Attitude Of The Students At Vocational Training High School In View Of Their 
Genders And The Discussion 
 
In the study, it was examined whether the attitude towards the internet changed with the gender. For this purpose, 
a t test was conducted between the attitude-towards-the internet points of the male and female groups. The findings 
obtained were shown in Table 3. 
 
Table 3. The Averages of the Attitude-Towards-The Internet Points in Accordance With the Genders of the Students, Their Standard Deviation 
and the T Value 
 
Group n X  ss t p 
Male 88 124.80 15.61 
Female 114 119.64 15.51 2.33 .021 
As seen in Table 3, while the average of the attitude-towards-the internet points of 88 male students was found to 
be 124.80, and the standard deviation to be 15.61, the average of the attitude-towards-the internet points of 114 
female students was found to be 119.64 and the standard deviation to be 15.51. At the end of the t test which was 
carried out to check whether this gap was significant, t value was found statistically significant. When the statistical 
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mean values of the groups were taken into consideration, the attitudes of the male students towards the internet can 
be said to be higher than those of the female students.  The fact that male students had a higher positive attitude to 
the internet compared with females matches the literature that already exists. In the study by Wu with Tsai (2006), 
Peng, Tsai with Wu (2006) and Durndell with Haag (2002) among university students, and in the study by Köse, 
Gencer and Gezer (2007), they reached the conclusion that male students had a higher positive attitude towards the 
internet than female students. There are also results that don’t bear resemblance with these findings in the field 
literature. In their studies, Zhang (2007), and YÕldÕrÕm and Bahar (2008) noted that, when the attitudes of the 
students at the faculty of education and at vocational training high school respectively were examined regarding the 
internet, there wasn’t a significant difference between the attitude of male and that of female students. 
Susman and Tyson (2000) declared that the nature of communication via the internet differed with the gender. It 
is possible that this difference in the attitude towards the internet results from cultural factors. The proportion of 
individuals that have a computer with an internet access isn’t at the desired level. Individuals try to meet their 
requirement for access to the internet at internet cafes. Yet in some small settlements, for girls to go to internet cafes 
isn’t welcomed. This situation may have an effect on the attitude of girls towards the internet. 
3.2.The Findings Regarding Their Level Of Attitude Towards The Internet In Comparison With The Academic 
Achievements Of The Students At Vocational Training High School And The Discussion 
 
In the study, whether the level of the attitude towards the internet varied with the academic achievements of the 
students was also studied. The academic achievements of the students were separated into 4 main groups. Those 
with an academic average grade of lower than 2 were placed in the group “poorly successful”. Those with an 
academic average grade of between 2.00 and 2.50 were placed in the group “successful”. Those with an academic 
average grade of between 2.50 and 3.00 were placed in the group “highly successful”. Those with an academic 
average grade of over 3.00 were placed in the group “perfectly successful”. The mean value of the academic points 
of the students towards the internet and the standard deviation values are given in Table4. 
 
Table 4. The mean value of the academic points of the students towards the internet and the standard deviation values 
 
Classes n X  ss 
Poorly Successful 23 122.96 16.65 
Successful 80 121.90 13.70 
Highly Successful 79 122.23 17.19 
Perfectly Successful 20 119.25 17.30 
Total 202 121.89 15.74 
According to the data in Table 4, the group with the highest level of mean value as regards the attitude towards 
the internet was the “poorly successful” group with a point of 122.96, while the group with the lowest level of mean 
value as regards the attitude towards the internet was the “perfectly successful” group with a point of 119.25. The 
attitude of the other groups ranged between these two groups. In order to test whether the arithmetic mean values 
were statistically significant, one directional variance analysis was carried out. The results of this analysis were 
shown in Table 5. 
 
Table 5. The Results of the One Directional Variance Analysis of the Attitude-Towards-The-Internet Points in Comparison with the Academic 
Achievements of the Students 
 
Resource Sd KT KO F p 
Between the 
Groups 3 174.58 58.19 
Within the 
Group 198 49645.81 250.74 
Total 201 49820.38  
.23 .87 
As seen in Table 5, the F value (F=.23, p>.05) which was calculated according to the variance analysis regarding 
the significance check of the differences between the academic achievement and the levels of the attitude towards 
the internet is seen to be insignificant. The attitude of the vocational training high school students towards the 
internet doesn’t any variation. 
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3.3. The Findings Regarding The Levels Of Attitude Towards The Internet Among Vths Students In Connection With 
Whether They Are Pleased With The School Atmosphere And The Discussion 
The study also involved whether the levels of attitude towards the internet varied with the satisfaction of the 
students with the school atmosphere. For this purpose, a t test was conducted between the points of those who were 
pleased with the school atmosphere and the points those that weren’t. The findings obtained were shown in Table 6. 
 
 Tablo 6. The Average Points of the Students in Connection with the Satisfaction of the Students with the School Atmosphere, Their Standard 
Deviation, and t Value 
 
Group n X  ss t p 
Pleased 103 124.70 15.46 
Not pleased 99 118.96 15.57 2.63 .01 
As seen in Table 6, of the students that participated in the study, 103 were pleased with the school environment, 
and the average point of the attitude towards the internet obtained by these students was 124.70; and the standard 
deviation was 15.46. 99 students, however, were not pleased with the school environment, and the average point of 
the attitude towards the internet obtained by these students was found to be 118.96, and the standard deviation 
15.57. At the end of the t test in order to see if this difference was significant, t value was found to be statistically 
significant. When the statistical mean values of the groups were examined, the attitude of the satisfied students 
towards the internet can be said to have been higher than that of the students who were not satisfied with the school 
atmosphere.  
4. Result and Suggestions 
The general overview and suggestions that were reached using the data obtained were included in this section.  
The levels of the attitude towards the internet among vocational training high school students were found to 
concentrate above the middle. This may be the result of the fact that the area of the internet use has become 
widespread and that students use the internet quite frequently. Besides, the fact that the internet usage is imperative 
in some areas of everyday and occupational lives signifies that the internet usage may soon become imperative in 
many areas. When the facilities that the internet has brought to our lives are considered, measures must be taken to 
raise the levels of attitude towards the internet among vocational training high school students.  
When the students’ levels of the attitude towards the internet among vocational training high school students are 
evaluated in view of the personal characteristics of the students, the following results have emerged: 
When the levels of the attitude towards the internet among the vocational training high school students are 
examined in view of their genders, male students were found to have a higher level of attitude towards the internet 
than female students did.  
When the levels of the attitude towards the internet the among vocational training high school students are 
examined in view of their academic achievements, the students’ level of attitude towards the internet didn’t show 
any significant variation in connection with their academic average points.  
When the levels of the attitude towards the internet among vocational training high school students are examined 
in view of whether they were pleased with the school atmosphere, the levels of the attitude towards the internet 
among the students who were pleased with the school atmosphere had a higher level of attitude towards the internet 
than those who weren’t. 
Based on these results, the following suggestions can be made: 
In order to realize the facilities that the internet has brought with it, female students, the students who aren’t 
happy with the school environment should be encouraged, and their attitude towards the internet should be raised.  
For the vocational training high school students with a level of the attitude towards the internet, educational 
activities that are based on internet technologies can be organized. There are findings to support the fact that such 
activities increase achievement.  
Activities can be organized to make students pleased with the school environment and also to make them 
optimistic about their future careers, thus increasing their attitude towards the internet. 
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